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authority in the Empire. As a matter of fact, the
alliance did little good. The Emperor was com-
pletely occupied with his own troubles; the minor
princes were indifferent ; and the Flemmmgs were
anxious only to secure local freedom. Yet Edward's
League has a peculiar importance. If, as seems
clear, the real object of the war was the humiliation
of France, the alliance may be regarded as the proto-
type of the great coalitions of the eighteenth century,
as the first European combination formed with the
object of checking the progress and ambition of the
kings of France.

Two more points in connection with the character
of the French war remain to be considered ; and they
are important because they helped indirectly to in-
crease the power of Parliament Before the time
of Edward III. the main strength of all armies lay
in the heavy cavalry, the feudal horsemen. In the
Scotch wars of Edward L the value of archers had
been proved at Falkirk, and the Genoese had
acquired a great reputation for their skill with the
crossbow; still, on the whole, infantry were regarded
as being of only secondary importance. But in the
Hundred Years' War a most important change was
effected. The great victories of Crecy and Poitiers
were gained by archers ; and they proved beyond
question that the value of foot soldiers had been
underestimated. Now, the archers were the plebeian
part of the mediaeval army. They were drawn from
the class which did not own land, or at least did not
own large estates. The feudal barons despised
service on foot, and were unfitted for it As a